I become daily more and more convinced that the explanation I have given of the phenomena of dental caries is the true one, and that the inflammatory theory has not the slightest ground in fact, and has been imposed upon us It should be born in mind that very many bacteria, whether putrefactive or fermentative, pathogenic or nonpathogenic, produce a fermdnt, which in its action is analogous to pepsin, i, eit has the power to dissolve albumen and albuminoid substances (to which group of substances decalcified dentine belongs). The destruction of decalcified dentine takes place by solution (just as a piece of cooked egg is dissolved by many bacteria), and may be brought about by any bacterium which produces the ferment referred to.?International Dental Journal.
